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Mr. H. W. DEWHURST, taking to him-
self the reference made in the note signed
" Inquisitor," in the last number of THE
LANCET, has addressed a very long letter
to us for publication, with a view to re-
move the impression which the note of
" Inquisitor " was calculated to create.
We refrain, however, from inserting the
letter, because it does not answer the
charge of misconduct made and implied
in the note, viz., that the Mr. Dewhurst
has adopted a title, and given to himself
a station, in the pages of a publication de-
signed for extensive circulation, which
he was totally unwarranted in assuming.
There is a system of quackery making its
appearance in medical literature, in Cy-
clop&aelig;dias, Medical Journals, Newspapers,
and Twopenny Magazines, which must
and shall be crushed, as it is most oifeii-
sive to good taste, detractory from the
fame of the really learned, and designed to
puff into a pseudo-reputation, the profes-
sional character of men who ought to be
scouted, not so much probably for their in-
capacity as for their impudent dishonesty.
THE letter of Mr. CosTELLO on the sub-
ject of a case noticed in the note signed
the " Shade of LE DRAN," and on the
utility of lithotrity generally, is unavoid-
ably postponed, from the press of matter,
until next week. It is high time that the
question of lithotrity and lithotomy, as
regards the superiority of the one or the
other as a mode of relieving patients from
the affiiction of stone in the bladder,
should be definitively settled. So far as
our own observations and inquiries have
extended, we are inclined to believe, that
if lithotrity were to be taught generally
in the schools, and brought into ordinary
use amongst practitioners, the cutting
operation for stone would in a very few
years become olasolete ; became the fa-
cility with which small stones could be
crushed, would leave no large calculi to
require the use of the knife.
VACCINATION AND INOCULATION.
The latter part of the following letter
discloses some very important and appal-
ling facts. That small-pox is becoming
most virulent again in many places is
quite certain, and, unfortunately, it is
equally true that many surgeons have
shown extreme culpability in spreading
the disease, when it should be their inva-
riable object to establish, by every possible
means, the introduction of vaccination.
If the legislation do not interfere, and
that speedily, we fear that the most cala-
mitous results will ensue. Inoculation
for small.-pox must be altogether inter-
dicted, under very heavy penalties, or
never be allowed except in those cases
where the vaccine matter has been first
tried with effect. It is, however, every-
where admitted by practitioners of expe-
rience that vaccination is losing much of
its power over the constitution, in conse-
quence of neglect in taking the matter
from the original source, the.cow. The
means of protection against small-pox
are placed so thoroughly within our reach
that it is criminal in the highest degree
to subject the public to the greatest of all
possible dangers by neglecting to employ
them.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;At a time when small-pox is fear-
fully prevalent in many parts of the coun-
try, it cannot be too moch impressed en
the minds of all persons, that vaccination
has realized our most sanguine expecta-
tions, in all cases where a fair trial has
been given to it, but as in some cases
failnre has occurred, I propose very
brielly stating the leading causes of such
failure. In doing so, my object is to show
to our non-medical friends (and in par-
t:cular to seveial very excellent country
clergymen who invariably read THE LAN-
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CET), that they may frequently be de-
ceived into a fancied security respecting
the patient, after an introduction of vac-
cine virus, which a little knowledge of the
phenomena will tend to prevent.
To those who are unacquainted with
the subject, I must premise, that after
vaccination on the third day, or some-
times later, a little pimple is first per-
ceived, which, gradually enlarging, has,
towards the sixth day, in general, formed
a regular vesicle, distended with a limpid
fluid termed " virus," and on this depends
the success of the operation. Sometimes
we find that a slight inflammation has
taken place, forming an areola around the
incision, but without any vesicle appear-
ing ; at other times, a vesicle, or, rather, a
pimple arises, but without any matter
forming. These are the deceptions, in
consequence of which vaccination is said
by some to be useless. It is to be as-
sumed in all these cases, either that the
matter has not been fresh, or that a con-
stitutional derangement of the system ex-
ists. Matter should always be used fresh
and limpid, and if taken on the lancet,
the necessity is superseded ofming points.
During the last half year I have vaccinated
nearly 300 children, many of whom I have
found quite insusceptible of the virus un-
til the system was prepared by active
purging, when impregnation very readily
took place. It follows that great care
should be taken to see that vaccination is
-properly performed, and then we need be
under no fear of its virtues in preventing,
or greatly mitigating, the contagious in-
fluence of small-pox.
It is to be deplored that many members I
of our profession, though conscious of the 
benefit which is to be derived from vacci-
nating, are too ready in acceding to the
popular cry for inoculation. It will scarcely
be credited that there are some very re-
spectable medical firms, the partners in
which submit to the demand rather than
lose the practice. This jobbing I trust
bids fair to cease, affording us at least
one trifling benefit under the new laws
for ".farming the poor." The " contract"
includes everything but midwifery, so that
the little tid bits, fevers, fractures, and
’ vaccinations, will form " no extras."
To return to the subject. During my late
residence at Grantham, it occurred that a
child at Barrowby fell ill with symptoms
of small-pox. The whole village took the
alarm; when the "contractors" declared
it to be a genuine case, and a general vac-
cination by the parish was ordered; but
the paupers one and all declared that they
would not have their children " cut from
a cow;" the thing was "monstrous," " ri-
diculous," and merely " to try experience."
What was to be done ? A consultation
was held by the overseers, and in the end
they apply to their medical officers, Messrs.
Catlett and Mather, to inoculate. These
. gentlemen at first refuse, but learning
that an offer from another quarter had
been made to the parish, they consented,
rather than lose the job ! What follows
is more serious, and deserves the deep at.
tention of every medical man. The case
above referred to I myself attended, and
declared it not to be small-pox; and, in
fact, every pock disappeared in three days
from their first appearance. But it was
ruled differently. Matter was sent for and
nearly forty children were inoculated.
Shortly after, in Grantham, and in many
villages around, small-pox raged with the
greatest virulence, and numbers of children
fell a sacrifice to the disease. Others are
crippled for life; and it must now be stated
that the identical child which first caused
the alarm, now took the real disease, and,
when I left Grantham, was actually blind,
and so continues. This is a fearful picture
but a true one. Numbers of children are
sacrificed-others become blind-some
are crippled - and all for what ? --The
truth must out-" for the job;" and on
the heads of its promoters lies the respon-
sibility.-I am, Sir, your most obedient
Servant,
EDWARD S. PINDER.
London, April 28th, 1835.
A CORRESPONDENT has extracted the
following "certificate" from along adver-
tisement in the Bristol Mirror of April
the 18th, 1835, and forwarded it to us for
our inspection, and we insert a copy of it
in the pages of THE LANCET for the in-
spection of Mr. Key :-
" Important to the Afflicted.
" DR. WRIGHT’S CELEBRATED PEARL
OINTMENT, under the sanction and re-
commendation of eminent Gentlemen of
the Faculty, and patronised by the No-
bility, Clergy, Gentry, &c., for the cure of
Cancerous, Scrofulous, and Indolent Tu-
mours, and Inveterate Ulcers; Glandular
Affections of the Neck, Erysipelas, Scurvy,
Evil, Ulcerated Sore Legs (if of 20 years’
standing), Chilblains, Chapped Hands,
Burns, Scalds, Sore Nipples, Grocers’ Itch,
&c. ; also an infallible Remedy for Sore
Eyes. In several Gout and Rheumatic
Cases it has proved highly beneficial.
" In addition to the testimonials of sur-
geons, and certificates by far too nume-
rous for publication, the following certifi.
cate from that eminent and distinguished
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practitioner, CHARLES ASTON KEY, Esq., 
senior Surgeon of Guy’s Hospital, London, I,
cannot fail to establish the confidence of
all persons in this excellent remedy, and
the proprietor strongly recommends all
fartzilies, schools, and grocers, never to be
without it.
"WONDERFUL TESTIMONIAL.
From the numerous certificates which
I have seen of the efficacy of Wright’s
Pearl Ointment, I have been induced to
try it in several severe cases of Porrigo,
Herpetic Eruptions, the Ulcus Exedens,
and some other forms of obstinate cuta-
neous disease, and I am able to bear tes-
timony to its great utility.
(Signed) " C. A. Key.
"’Guy’s Hospital, London, Jan. 23rd,
1833.’
" Sold in Pots, at 2s. 9d. and 4s. 6d.
each, by the Proprietor."
Our correspondent adds,-" I imagine 
" there must be some mistake in this, for
" Mr. Key can never be the author of the
" certificate. I can only add that if Mr.
" Key do not notice this aspersion, if
&deg;‘ such it be, I shall blush to acknowledge
" myself once a pupil of that celebrated
&deg;‘ surgeon." From what we know of Mr.
KEY we are fully satisfied that the docu-
ment is a forgery. Of course we do not
impute the forgery to the quack, but the
quack himself has, possibly, been glad to
turn to a good account the very silly hoaxof some designing knave. It is right, I,however, that Mr. KEY should be made
acquainted with the use to which the
quack has turned his name, and that the ’,
public should, by exposure of the seem-
ing fraud, be disabused of the imposition
apparently attempted to be practised on
them.
THE disorders to which we alluded last B
week, as having manifested themselves at
the commencement of M. ROYER-COL-
LARD’S private course in Paris, continued
to prevail through the past week, and
broke out even with increased violence at
the lecture which the young agregee at-
tempted to deliver on Saturday at 5 o’clock.
The more respectable part of the audience,
which included a large majority of those
who were present, and comprised a con-
siderable number of British medical men,
were decidedly in favour of hearing the pro-
fessor ; but their efforts were rendered
unavailing by the cries and songs of a few
malcontents within, and the hootings and
uproar of at least 500 students who crowd-
ed the little court of the Ecole Pratique.
M. ROYER-COLLARD having got through
his lecture with great difficulty, was
hustled in the most disgraceful manner
by the crowd in the court, who followed
him in great numbers through the streets,
over the Pont Carousel (which was forced
in a body without paying toll), and along
the great court of the Tuileries, shouting
alternately the " Marsellaise," to vex
Louis PHILIPPE, and " Malbrook" to
vex a small body of English who accom-
panied the professor. On the whole a
more disreputable scene was never wit
nessed ; and although we think that M.
RoYER-CoLLARD has chosen a very in-
opportune time for his course, and do not
by any means belong either to the Doe-
trinaires, or even to’, the Juste-milieus, yet
we must confess that the French students
by their late conduct have much injured
the character for liberality of sentiment
upon which they vaunt themselves so
highly, and deserve richly the punishment
which can no longer be deferred,
THE existence of an exanthematous dis-
ease without the exanthema,which is gene-
rally supposed to be its essential charac-
teristic, may seem at first sight to be very
problematical; but those who are prac-
tically acquainted with the diseases of &pound;
children know, that when scarlatina and
L measles prevail extensively, there are often
found examples of disease which perfectly
simulate the above affections (and even ter-
minate in death) in every symptom, except
the presence of the eruption. Our re-
porter has seen more than one example of
this at the Hopital des Enfans Malades in
Paris, and we find several in " The Re
port of the Transactions of the Rhenish
College of Medicine for 1830-31." Thus,
Dr. SPIRITUS reported some cases of
small-pox and scarlatina without erup-
tion : the symptoms were, pain in the
throat, and at a later period anasarcous
affections. Dr. LAUTER saw 22 children
affected with small-pox who exhibited no
trace of eruption, and Dr. VETTER re-
ported the case of an infant with crusta
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surpiginosa, which had all the other symp-
toms of variola except the pock. In
another case he saw it scattered over the
face and very thick on the neck, while the
rest of the body remained quite free. Dr.
ARK saw variola and scarlatina prevail to-
gether in one case, and another physician
observed an indiscriminate epidemic of
measles and small-pox. Finally, Dr. To-
UI AS saw a case of variola, where the
child was exposed to cold, followed by uni-
versal anasarca, as in scarlatina.
COXGJENITAL FISTULA ANI.&mdash;It is too
frequently supposed, that with. the excep-
tion of some malformations, and the effects
of hereditary disease, the f&oelig;tus in utero is
l:ot subject to the various affections which
present themselves in the adult. But ex-
perience daily disproves this supposition,
which has been aLly exarniacd by the late
M. DUSORMEAUX, but we do not remem-
ber that he has enumerated fistula aai, au
example of which Dr. DORFMULLER * has
lately seen in an infant, to which he was
called immediately after its birth, for a
swelling near the anus. Oil examination
he found it to consist in a hlind external
fistula, extending nearly two inches along
the gut; the operation was performed
when the child was four weeks old, and
followed with complete success.
HYDROCEPHALUS.&mdash;The same physician
notices briefly in Siebold’s Journal a case
of remarkable hydrocephalus, cured by the
sole efforts of nature. This occurred in
the person of a male infant, aged eighteen
months, to whom the author was called,
with a view to pronounce if the child
was fit for vaccination. The head was
three times larger than that of an adult,
and the infant was unable to support it,
but laid its head constantly on the breasts
of its mother; the fontanelles were very
large, and the head felt soft and pasty.
The rest of the body was tender and
weakly, and of a natural size. The author
left the infant with the idea that it could
not survive many months; but after a lapse
of five years, being called on to give some
assistance to the mother, he took the op-
portunity of inquiring after the child,
when he was astonished not only to hear
that it was alive, but to find on examina-
tion that the child’s head was now even
less than the natural size, while the bones
were completely united and felt hard.
The body was well built, and of ics proper
magnitude. The mental faculties were
developed in a moderate degree, and the
parents afnrmed, that this forttiiiate resultoccurred without the assistance of any
medical aii whatever.
’ INFLUENCE OF THE CEREBELLUM ON
THE GENITALS.&mdash;In the last number of the
Gaz. Medicale of Paris, No. 17, M. St.
MARTIN writes from Turin, that Dr. FER-
ROREST obtained the cure of a young girl,
who was a8ucted with a most vic’ent
nymphomania, and two young men who
suffered from an incorrigible habit of mas-
turbation, " by the simple application of
’, ice to the back of the head, behind the
 ! occipital protuberance."
HOSPITAL STATISTICS. -A report of
the General Hospital at Breslau for the
year 1833, in the Berlin Med. Zeitung,
No. 5, 1835, gives the following statistics :
At the end of the preceding year there
remained in the hospital 228 patients.
During 1833 there were received 2375. Ofthese, 1831 were affected as fellows :-
Of the 2603 patients contained in the hos.
pital during the year, 410 died. Hence
the mortality may be considered as 1 for
6.348780 of those treated.
* Siebold’s Journal, Vol. xiv. No. 2, 1835.
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ACADEMY OF SCIENCE, PARIS.&mdash;The
place of corresponding member, which was
vacant in the section of medicine and sur-
gery, was filled up on the 20th of last
month (April). The section presented a
list of candidates in the following order :
M.PRUNELLE, of Lyons; M. BRETONNEAU,
of Tours; Dr. ABERCROMBY, of Edin-
burgh ; M. FLECTI-LY, of Toulon; and M.
BELLENGERI, of Turin. PRUNDLLE ob-
tained 35 votes, BRETONNEAu 11, and
ABERCROMBIE 2. The first of these gen-
tlemen was, accordingly, declared elected.
THE amount of fees received at the
Irlidcllesex Hospital has diminished so
greatly since the opening of the Hospital
of the London University, that at the last
division of laroiits, only about fifty pounds
a piece fell to the share of the medical
officers. The energies of those gentlemen
have, accordingly, been aroused, and
being feelingly sensible that 11 reaction in
favour of Middlesexism is impossible in the
absence of those lectorial temptations to
the student which are held forth at all the
other hospitals, a plan has been arranged
for the formation of a school connected
with the charity, in which the offices shall
be thus supplied: - Sir CHARLES BELL (on
the strength of whose attraction the chief
hopes of success are founded), and Mr.
" ARNOTT, to deliver the courses on
Surgery. The Anatomy by Mr. A. SHAW;
Demonstrations hy Mr. TUSON; P;actice
of Physic, by Dr. WATSON; Midwifery,
Dr. LsY or LEE. These are all that are
as yet nominated. A great competition is
expected for the other chairs in this pro-
mising speculation.
We insert the following note, but " Dr.
LAMERT" is mistaken. We have not
reviewed his " koozen’s" work on the
teeth.
" Dr. Lamerts Comps. to the Eaditir of
the lancit and he vishis for to no if he
vould receeve and revew his pamflit on
the virtus of the Balm of Zura, as he has
done his koozen Mallan’s Booke upon the
Teeths-The Doctirs Vurk is his own
doing, which Mallans (for goot reasons
may be) is not, for I am tolt it vas ritten
by a poor divil of a Stoodint for a 5 pund
note&mdash;The Dr. voot give as much for a
notise of his pamflit in the Ianclr.
10, Church Street, Spitalfeelds."
INTERCEPTED LETTER.
" Mv DEAR FRIEND,&mdash;You have my best
thanks for sending me a copy of your work.
I have little time to read books, particu-
larly at this season of the year; neither have
I ever attended much to the complicated
subject of physiology, so that reading your
book is out of the question, more espe-
cially as I have herd from my learned
friend, Mr. MAYO, that you have not dis-
covered any new facts relative to the snb-
ject of your work, though it is compiled
in a very interesting and instructive
manner. I have contented myself, there-
fore, with glancing at some points, and
from my position in the College, and my
advanced years, it is natural that you
should expect from me a few remarks on
the work. These I shall make with tiie
kindest feeling, but with great freedom,
the more so as you have always advocated,
even to my annoyance sometimes within
our College walls, liberality both in speech
and in principles.
" But before offering to your notice the
comments which I design to make, allow
 me most sincerely to thank you for the
suggestion which I have derived from the
title-page. I owe you, indeed, an immense
debt of gratitude for a hint which it con-
tains. It will prove exceedingly useful to
me, and I shall certainly take an early
means of realizing the literary fame which
it so happily places within my reach. I
thank you, indeed, a thousand times forthe suggestion, which is the most clever
that I ever heard of in authorship. I
shall certainly adopt a plan of this kindmvHplf- Hnd one of mv objects in writ-
ing to you is to induce you to nameto me some medical work which I can
serve in the same manner. It is a ca-
pital hit, and I congratulate you on the
invention. I only wonder that it has not
been thought of before. If TOD had but
done the same with ’Johnson,’ and MA-
LONE the same with ’ ’Shakspeare,’ what
fame they would have earned ! Peoplewould say, The leviathan TOD!’ The
immortal M ALONE !’ I have written to my
friend, the Right Honourable JOHN WIL-
SON CROKER, to suggest to him that in his
! next edition of ’Boswell,’ he should call
it at once a new edition of Croker’s
 Life of Johnson,’ and to my dear friend
COLERIDGE (the judge), who has edited
two editions of ’Blackstotae;’ with very
,’ numerous notes, to announce the third
as ’ ’Coleridge’s Commentaries.’ CHITTY,
too, will no doubt seize the hint, andbring out a ’Chitty’s Justice, incorporating
Burn.’ ’Samuel Cooper’s Study of Phy-
